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Original Preface

'The purpose of this book is to aid pupils to speak and write the English language

correctly.

The book is intended especially for use of pupils in the fourth, fifth, and sixth grades.
It may, however, be adjusted to suit different conditions found in more advanced classes. If
the Primary Language Lessons was used in the last half of the second grade and through
the third, the pupil is well prepared to begin Infermediate Language Lessons in the fourth
grade.

Attention is called to the following features : Literature studies not only in poetry,
but also in fine prose selections. Letter writing on subjects that appeal to child life,
and including simple forms of business letters. Drill on correct forms of speech and
words often misused. Many exercises to increase the pupil’s vocabulary. The making
of outlines, and writing and talking from outlines. The various forms in composition,
including description, narration, conversation, dialogue, debate, and the writing of rhymes.
Both reproduction and original work in oral and written composition. Sequence and
careful gradation in arrangement of lessons. The careful treatment of capitalization
and punctuation. Observation lessons which furnish material for talking and writing.
Lessons on civic subjects, —such as the school, the court, the state, cleanliness of streets,
and needed improvements.

'The oral composition lessons, in connection with the observation lessons, not only aid
the pupil in telling readily and accurately what he has seen, but give him self-possession
and train him to logical thought.

When an essential fact is taught, the pupil is given practice in using the fact again and
again through dictation, reproduction, and original composition.

‘Thanks are due to authors and publishers for use of the following copyright material:
Helen Keller and Doubleday, Page and Company, for the exact from “The Story of My
Life”; Little, Brown, and Company, for two poems by Helen Hunt Jackson, and one
by Dr. E. E. Hale; Dana Estes and Company for two poems by Susan Hartley Swett;
Our Dumb Animals for “The Horse’s Prayer”; Educational Publishing Company for
“The Music of Labor”; The Outlook, for “The Footpath to Peace” by Dr. Van Dyke;
Whitaker and Ray-Wiggin Company, for “Columbus” by Joaquin Miller. The selections
from Longfellow, Whither, Lowell, Holmes, Alice and Phoebe Cary, Lucy Larcom,
Celia Thaxter, J. G. Saxe, and Frank D. Sherman are used by permission of and special
arrangement with Houghton Mifflin Company.
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Publishers Preface

Welcome to the Living Books Press edition of Intermediate Language Lessons by
Emma Serl. This three-part book grew out of requests from homeschooling families for
a lay-flat version that permitted writing directly into it. It was edited and designed by
Nancy Kelly of Minnesota and Bobbie Dailey of Wyoming. Nancy is a home educator of
six, who uses Charlotte Mason’s methods with her children. Bobbie is a former teacher
and a graphic designer who had the vision for how Serl’s book could be more accesible.

In these pages you will find the writings of Louisa May Alcott, Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow, Alfred Tennyson, Helen Hunt Jackson, Percy Bysshe Shelley, Edward
Everett Hale, George MacDonald, Shakespeare, and other outstanding authors. The
lessons encompass many aspects of teaching English including literature and poetry
study, letter writing, creating an outline, grammar and word usage, forms of composition,
memorization and oral presentation, debate, and dictation.

To make the lessons easier to use by age and grade, we divided them into three parts.
Part 1 covers Lessons 1-100, Part 2, Lessons 101-195 and Part 3, Lessons 196-301.
Each can be used on its own or as part of the series. Serl recommended that Intermediate
Language Lessons be used for Grades 4, 5, and 6 or ages 9 through 12. Part 1 is for ages
9 to 10 (Grade 4), Part 2 is for ages 10 to 11 (Grade 5), and Part 3 is for ages 11 to 12
(Grade 6).

Improvements to the 1914 edition include enhancing the quality of the photographs
and art prints, as well as updating and editing some text for clarity. Added resources are
biographies of the contributing authors and the complete poems of excerpted works.
Further helps include bold text when an important grammar rule or statement is taught,
directional words, or words to look up in a dictionary.

We hope you enjoy this exploration into language with your children.
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Symbols Used in This Workbook

Read the selection

Write—either composition or from dictation

Memorize part or all of the selection

Copy

= Tell, narrate, and/or debate

@?}% Study

i% Important things to know for grammar, parts of speech,

and writing conventions

Additional Picture Study Resources

'The pictures for study in this workbook are reproduced in black and white. Many of
the selections for study are considered classic masterpieces and are available to see in color
on the Internet.

'The search can be an excellent exercise for a student to learn Internet research
methods using the artist’s name or the name of the painting in the search engine.
Additionally, most large art museums, such as The Getty Museum, The Art Insitute of
Chicago, and the Metropolitan Museum of Art, have online galleries. Other sites to find
paintings are Wikipedia, ArtCyclopedia, and Web Gallery of Art.
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LESSON 196

Selection for Study

A STorYy ABoUT GEORGE WASHINGTON

'The character of a great and good man may often be seen in acts that are of an
everyday kind. For example, you may get a glimpse of George Washington from a little
incident, which, we may be sure, taught a corporal in the Continental army to know him
better than ever before.

Early one morning Washington went alone to see for himself what his soldiers were
doing in a camp which he had ordered to be fortified. The weather was so cold that he
wore a long overcoat with a great cape. The coat hid his uniform, and his hat and cape
did not leave much of his face to be seen. For this reason, the soldiers who saw him did
not know that the tall man passing by was their great general, George Washington.

At one point in his walk he came upon a few men who, under the command of a
corporal, were building a breastwork of logs. The soldiers were bending over a very
heavy log, and were just about to raise it to the top of the breastwork, when General
Washington came walking by.

'The corporal stood at one side giving orders. “Heave ho!” he cried. “All together! Up
with it! Now!” The men lifted with all their might until the log was almost in its place;
but they could not raise it quite high enough.

'The corporal shouted again, “Heave! Up with it! Up! Up!” but he did not put his
hand to it himself. The men struggled and strained; but they had done their best and the
heavy log was about to sink back into their arms.

At this moment Washington ran to them, and with his great strength gave them the
needed help. The log was quickly lifted upon the breastwork and rolled into place. The

grateful men thanked the stranger, but the corporal paid no attention to him.

'The Washington turned to him and said in a stern voice: “Why don’t you help your
men with this heavy lifting?”

“Why don’t I*” said the man. “Don’t you see that I am a corporal?”

“Indeed!” replied Washington, as he unbuttoned his coat and showed his uniform.
“Well, I am the commander in chief!” The next time you have a log too heavy for your
men to lift, send for me.” Then turning upon his heel, he walked away.

ParT 3¢ 1
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We may be sure that the corporal learned a lesson that many men need to learn, and
that the soldiers came to know their great general better than they had ever known him
before.

What lesson do you think the author meant that this story should teach?

LY

=

me  Read the lines that show General Washington was ready to help his men and

=1

share their hardships.

What do you think must have been the feelings of the soldiers that General
Wiashington helped?

What good qualities did General Washington show?
Why did the corporal not help the soldiers?
Make an outline of this story.

Tell the story from your outline.

ParT 30 2
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LESSON 197
%

§:7

=

= Subject and Predicate

1.'The moon is very beautiful.

2. Its soft yellow light brightens the earth.
What object is spoken about in the first sentence?
‘The moon is called the subject of the sentence.

i% The part of the sentence that names that about which something is said is
the subject.

What is said about the moon?

What is said about the moon, is very beautiful, is called the predicate of the sentence.

i’% The part of the sentence that says something about the object named by
the subject is the predicate.

What is spoken about in the second sentence?
What is said about izs soft yellow light?

What is the subject, and what is the predicate of the second sentence?

o
)
,_‘
0

Write sentences, using the following subjects:

1. the Panama Canal

ParT 3¢ 3
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2. a range of high mountains

3. the governor of our state

4. the great Mississippi River

Write sentences, using the following as predicates:

1. is the largest state in the Union

2. spins a web from which silk is made

ParT 3 ¢ 4
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3.1is made from the sap of a tree

LESSON 198

- Selection for Study

October! Orchard of the year! Ripened seeds shake in their pods. Apples drop in the
stillest hours. Leaves begin to let go when no wind is out, and swing in long waverings to
the earth, which they touch without sound, and lie looking up, till winds rake them, and
heap them in fence corners. The woods are thinner, so that we can see the heavens plainer.
'The days are calm. The nights are tranquil. The year’s work is done. She walks in gorgeous
apparel, looking upon her long labor, and her serene eye sayeth, “It is good.”

—HEeNrRY WARD BEECHER

%

1 Compare this paragraph with “October’s Bright Blue Weather,” Part 2, Lesson
124 (also in Part 3-Appendix). Find references in the poem similar to those in the

Gl

q
IS

paragraph.

Explain: swing in long waverings, the winds rake them, are tranquil, gorgeous apparel.
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Write this quotation from dictation.

ParT 3¢ 6
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LESSON 199

Review

Complete the following sentences by referring to the quotation from Henry Ward
Beecher in Lesson 198:

1. 'There is an exclamation point after Ocfober, because

2. 'There is a period after pods, because .

3. There are an apostrophe and s after year, because

4. There is a comma after sayeth, because

ParT 3¢ 7
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5. There are quotation marks around 77 is good, because

6. It begins with a capital letter, because

two lines under the predicate of each sentence.

1. Ripened seeds shake in their pods.

2. Apples drop in the stillest hours.

3. Leaves fall to the ground.

PArRT 3 ¢ 8
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4. 'The days are calm.

5. 'The nights are tranquil.

6. The year’s work is done.

7. She walks in gorgeous apparel.

LESSON 200

$ Selection to be Memorized

(S
ExcerpT FROM E4cH IN His Own TONGUE™

A haze on the far horizon,

'The infinite, tender sky,

'The rich, ripe tint of the cornfields,
And the wild geese sailing high—
And all over the upland and lowland
'The charm of the goldenrod—
Some of us call it autumn,

And others call it God.

—WiLLiaM HerBERT CARRUTH

* Complete poem in the Appendix.
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What colors would be used in painting the picture suggested by this
poem? Describe the picture.

Memorize the poem.

Write the poem from memory.
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